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 We are doing the ninth dhaal of 125 gathanu stavan. Even if you are following the religious rituals 
in the best way, at the most, you will get 12th Devlok (celestial abode). Without the restraint, 
whatever bondage of meritorious karma is happening will take you till the 12th Devlok. Dravyalingi 
ascetic (the one who is wearing the dress of the ascetic but does not have the inner virtues) can 
reach up to Graiveyak. In the fourth dhaal of ‘Chha dhaala’, it is said that the person can become an 
ascetic infinite times, but he can reach up to Graiveyak only. The soul cannot get any bliss without 
attaining self-realization. In five Anuttar Viman, the soul must have samyag darshan (right faith) and 
he should be following restraint. That’s why, even if the religious householder is doing bhaav stavan, 
he is lower than the ascetic’s bhaav stavan.  
 
From the third stanza to the tenth stanza of the ninth dhaal, Upadhyayji will give us the examples 
from Agam and prove that Jin Puja is the householder’s duty. In the last stanza, He will conclude the 
topic. Upadhyayji has decided to elevate the Jain Regime which is drowning in its sectarian attitude. 
Upadhyayji is giving us proof from yukti (logic), anubhuti (experience), and shruti (scriptures). He 
has given you logic, but your intellect is not able to understand it that much. You cannot memorize 
the examples against each of these logic. It is like a lawyer’s mind. You need art to have this intellect. 
You have not experienced the whole thing, so there is a limitation over there too. If you can 
understand the scriptures in the right way, a Guru can give you various chapters from the scriptures. 
Upadhyayji wants to convince you first. So He started with yukti first. Then He gives examples from 
the scriptures.  
 
In Patan, there is an old temple of Panchasara Parshwanath. In that temple, Kheemavijayji 
Maharajsaheb wrote, “Maro mujro lejo raaj.”  
 
In the earlier dhaal till dhaal 7, Upadhyayji is talking about the soul, absolute viewpoint, relative 
viewpoint, etc. Now in the 8th and 9th dhaal, He is talking about the importance of the ritual of Jin 
Puja. The reader feels that these are two different people writing the same stavan.  
 
There is a popular tale for the above change. When Upadhyayji Yashovijayji Maharasaheb was 
writing each of these dhaals, He had many ascetics with loose conduct and Jain yati (semi ascetic, 
monks). Yati is the one who has taken three or four great vows out of five great vows. He has not 
taken the vow of non-violence and non-possessiveness. He travels from place to place in a vehicle, 
so he cannot protect six types of living beings. He also has to keep some possessions. These yatis 
were extremely powerful at that time. Yatis were supposed to follow the great vows of truth, non-
stealing, and chastity. These loose conduct ascetics and yatis went to Upadhyayji. They said, 
“Because of the place and the time-fifth era, we cannot follow the best path properly. If you show 
such a strict path in your discourse, it will be very difficult for us to sustain. You keep saying that the 
ascetic should remain in the stability of the soul. We are not able to follow it. If Jain regime starts 
understanding this only as the right path, we won’t get food or water. We won’t have any place to 
stay. So please have some compassion for us and do not propound such a strict path. You give them 



the purpose, but do not propound the path so strictly. Where will we go?” They added, “We do not 
want to leave the dress and go back to the worldly matters. With your preaching, it will be difficult 
for us to live in this dress. People won’t do bhakti.”  
 
These loose conduct ascetics and Jain yatis pressurized Upadhyayji to such an extent that He had to 
lighten his discourses. He went from pure spirituality to pure activity and pure conduct. This is a 
popular tale, we do not know the truth. The Enlightened One also does get influenced in His writing 
because of the pressure. Upadhyayji did not propound the wrong path under that pressure, but He 
had to make it lighter. If the regime is not strong enough, the level of propounding is different. If 
you are doing any ritual without discretion, it will be considered as violent, empty show, and 
ostentation. You may decorate the whole temple to a great extent without connection with the soul, 
you are wrong. If you do not believe in the idol or idol worship, that is also not right.  
 
Now Upadhyayji is giving us valid sources of knowledge from Agam chapters and historical 
examples. Agam is a valid source, and Agam is only giving us these examples. We will get the 
example of Draupadi from the sixth Ang called Jnata Dharmakatha, Suryabhdev from the second 
Upang called Raipaseni Sutra, Vijaydev from the third Upang called Jivabhigam, and Siddharth Raja 
from Chhed Sutra called Kalpasutra.  
 
Stanza 96: “In the sixth part (ang), there is a chapter, where it is said that Draupadiji had 
worshipped Jineshwar Bhagwan with an excellent disposition just like Suryabhdev. This is 
what Jineshwar Bhagwants are saying.” 
 
Stanza 97: “When Narad came to her home, at that time, the prudent Jain householder lady 
did not get up (she did not show her reverence), because that lady was already a samyag 
drashti (right faith) soul. That’s why, the people who say that Draupadi was mithyadrashti 
(wrong faith), they are ignorant and they give false stigma to her.” 
 
Stanza 98: “In front of the idol of Jineshwar Bhagwan, she sang ‘Namotthunam Sutra’ with a 
lot of pious sentiments. Except for a Jain householder, who else would know this conduct? 
That’s why such good logic is used for worshipping Jineshwar Bhagwan, you have to think 
that way.” 
 
In the eighth dhaal, whatever was propounded is established with the proof of Mahanishith Sutra in 
the ninth dhaal. Now Upadhyayji is giving us an example from the sixth Ang. We have 12 Ang, out 
of which one Ang is not available, so we have 11 Ang and 12 Upang. The sixth Ang is Jnata 
Dharmakatha.  
 
Since Jnata Dharmakatha is an Ang, Jineshwar Bhagwant has directly explained the sermon to 
Gandhar Bhagwan with sutra and its meanings. In that, Draupadiji’s example is given that She had 
done worshipping of Jineshwar Bhagwan in the best way. Draupadi was the wife of five Pandavas. 
She is one of the sati in 16 sati. She had samyag darshan and was a religious female householder. 
This means that along with samyag darshan, she had attained Deshvirti (One who assumes the vows 
of the householder and who has right faith). This is the conduct of samkiti soul. It is exemplary.  
 
Samyag drashti soul has a strong faith and attachment in Bhagwan. She had a lot of bhakti. She 
accepted Deshvirti dharma from Neminath Bhagwan. When she was in Kampilyapur, she was not 



samyag drashti soul. After she got married, she attained samyag darshan and accepted Deshvirti 
dharma. The way Draupadi had done Jin Puja, the other householders should also do Jin Puja.  
 
Draupadi was prudent, she knew the principles. She was able to catch the intent of Bhagwan’s 
words. Sthanakvasi sect believes that Draupadiji had false belief and she did not respect Naradji 
because of her false belief and not the right belief. They believe that her conduct is not exemplary. 
Whenever any biographies are written, the complete biography is written and all the small incidents 
are written in it. You have to look at her life and conduct after she attained samyag darshan.  
 
Deravasi sect believes that she was a samyag drashti soul. Upadhyayji proves here that she was 
samyag drashti soul, she had Deshvirati when she had done Jin Puja. We have to know whether 
Draupadi had done Jin Puja out of her ignorance or it was after she became a samyag drashti soul.  
 
Narad is always Brahmachari, he is very curious, and he loves respect. Jain scriptures say that if 
Narad is insulted, he can harm you. At the time of Draupadi, 9th Narad was there. One day Naradji 
went to King Pandu’s court or Draupadi’s house. When Naradji entered, everyone got up to give 
respect to him. But Draupadi did not get up. Draupadi was the knower of the principles. She had a 
lot of faith in Bhagwan. Draupadi did not get up when Naraji entered as the person is avirti so can 
get only a certain type of reverence. The one who has virti (following restraint) is given reverence 
differently.  
 
Upachaar vinay (formal respect) says that when you see that someone is coming, you should get up. 
You should not keep sitting. When he comes inside, you should offer him a seat and ask him to sit 
with a lot of respect. After he sits down, then you should sit down. If you sit half a second before 
that, it is non-reverence. Draupadi did not follow this reverence when Narad entered. She was clear 
that if he was a Jain ascetic who was practising restraint, she would do everything. But Narad had 
avirti. She was clear that if she gave the same reverence to both of them, she would be wrong. This 
was because she knew the right principles of the essence of Jainism.  
 
Naradji got angry because he loved to get respect. He decided to take revenge. Draupadi was from 
Bharat Kshetra of Jambudweep. Naradji keeps moving from place to place as he had got the boon. 
He went to Bharat Kshetra of Ghatki Khand in Aparkanka Nagari. The king of this Aparkanka 
Nagari was Padmottar Raja. Naradji went to Padmottar Raja and described Draupadi’s beauty. 
Padmottar Raja became lustful and decided to kidnap her. Padmottar Raja had special powers, so he 
crossed over Ghatki Khand and came to Hastinapur. He kidnapped Draupadi and took her to 
Ghatki Khand in his kingdom.  
 
The moment Draupadi was kidnapped, she started fasting for two days, Aayambil tap, and again fast 
for two days, this chain continued. Whenever there is the fruition of obstructiveS karma, you should 
chant the mantra and follow some austerity. Draupadi knew about these principles, so she started 
observing this austerity. Draupadiji reached Aparkanka Nagari from Bharatkshetra of Jambudweep. 
If we look at the characteristics of samyag drashti soul, Draupadiji knew the principles of Jainism, 
she started following austerities. She started worshipping the Lord. How can she have false belief?  
 
 Vasudev Shri Krishna came to know about Draupadiji getting kidnapped. He considered Draupadiji 
as His sister. Shri Krishna was also samyag drashti soul, so along with the attachment, he had 
affection. Shri Krishna prayed to Suktik Dev who was the Adhishthayak Dev (presiding deity) of 
Lavan Samudra. He had to go from Jambudweep to Ghatki Khand and brought her back.  



 
In one place and at the same time, two Tirthankar, or two Vasudev, or two Prativasudev, or two 
Chakravartis cannot co-exist. But in this case, two Vasudev- one from Ghatki Khand and the other 
from Jambudweep came to the same place. This is one of the achchheru (it can never happen, but it 
happened) in Shwetambar tradition. In the scriptures, ten achchherus are shown.  
 
Shri Krishna took Draupadi back from Ghatki Khand and immediately left the place. There was no 
time for celebration. When Shri Krishna was going along with Pandavas to get Draupadi back, He 
asked them, “Who will win?” Pandavas said, “Either he will win or we will win.” Shri Krishna said, 
“Put yourself first and say that I will only win”. If you think that either karma will win or you will 
win, then karma will only win. If you say that you will win, you will have a different power within 
you.  
 
When Draupadiji came, she said Namotthunam Sutra- Shakrastav in front of Bhagwan. She asked 
for only one thing, “Tinnanam, tariyanam”- Oh Lord, You crossed the ocean of transmigration, now 
save me too. She only asked for liberation. She remembered Jineshwar Bhagwan constantly. She did 
not blame Naradji or anyone else, she just said that it was the fruition of her non-pious karma, so 
she started observing austerity. After coming back she sang ‘Shakrastav’. “Je aiya Siddha- whoever 
has attained liberation so far, we bow down to them in Namo Siddhanam. Those who are going to 
become Siddha, we bow down to them too. This means you have to offer your salutations to ameba 
who is going to become Siddha. You won’t have an aversion for anyone including a wicked person. 
How can you have an aversion for future Siddha? If you believe that you are bowing down to 
Siddhas of past, present, and future, you will remain friendly with all the souls. In this case, you will 
offer salutations to ameba, cockroaches, and lizards also.  
 
Draupadiji sang ‘Shakrastav’ with all the rituals in front of the Jain idol. She knew what she was 
doing. She knew where to put a comma and full stop. If you don’t halt, it means you do not 
understand the meaning of the sutra. She sang ‘Tinnanam Tariyanam’- it means she said that she was 
not even interested in auspicious activities also; she had already left the inauspicious activities before 
only.  
 
Liberation was the only thing that you should be wanting. You should not have any instincts for 
worldly matters. Liberation should be the only aim.  
 
We can see all these characteristics of samyag drashti soul in Draupadiji. She did not want auspicious 
things in life even after going through a lot of trouble for six months in Ghatki Khand. She only 
wanted liberation; she wanted to get rid of the transmigration of births and deaths. She underwent a 
lot of troubles with equanimity. That’s why she is one of the sati out of 16 sati. Jai householders 
have to sing the religious hymn of 16 sati every morning to ask for their state of being, their state of 
equanimity.  
 
Draupadiji was in her menstrual cycle, she was pulled with her hair in the court, and her clothes were 
pulled away, at that time, she kept remembering the Lord. She did not leave the faith of Bhagwan. 
This way Draupadiji sang Namotthunam Sutra with rituals and faith, it shows that she was a samyag 
drashti householder. Still, someone says that she must be doing it out of some tradition but she had 
a false faith. Upadhyayji is saying that look at her state of being, her faith, and her belief, how can 
she be a false faith person? This is a false statement of people. If you say Draupadiji had false faith, 
you will have to accrue karma and it will be you will have rarity to attain enlightenment, as you are 



doing utsutra prarupana (not consistent with what is taught in the rules of the scriptures). This story 
of Draupadiji is in Agam, so do not interpret the story in the wrong way.  Suryabhdev’s story comes 
in Raipaseni Sutra, which is the second Upaang.  
 
Stanza 99 and 100: “A celestial being called ‘Suryabh’ had gone in the Dharma Vyavasay 
(righteous assembly) and read the scriptures, which were made of jewels, he realized that 
this is his dharma to worship Jineshwar Bhagwan, so he worshipped Him. About this, there 
is a long description in ‘Raypaseni’, which is in the second ‘Upang Sutra’. Even though this 
is a chapter in Agam, those who do not believe in it, they are getting into the acute bondage 
of karma.” 
 
We learned about Draupadiji. Suryabhdev’s story is in ‘Raipaseni Sutra’. Rai=Raja or king, paseni= 
Pardeshi. Keshiswami and Pardeshi Raja had a discussion, based on that discussion, Raipaseni Sutra 
was written. Samyag drashti celestial beings also worship Jineshwar Bhagwan’s idol. This means that 
householders have to worship the idol.  
  
Pardeshi Raja was an atheist and he doubted whether the soul exists or not. If you doubt the soul, 
your outlook is materialistic and not spiritualistic. This means that you can never think about 
spiritual welfare and benefits for the soul. If you believe only in matter, you are materialistic. You 
believe in the soul, still, you are materialistic; Sadguru has to work on you to make you spiritualistic. 
He used to have parties every day. Because of his earlier meritorious karma, he associated with 
Keshiswami. He felt like listening to Keshiswami, and with His preaching, Pardeshi Raja attained 
samyag darshan. He stopped all the sensual pleasures and social activities. He got involved in 
religious and spiritual activities. He was involved in satsang and bhakti completely. He became 
Suryabhdev because of this bhakti.  
 
 Suryabhdev was born in the celestial abode as Samanik Dev. Samanik Dev has the same 
supernatural powers as Indra. Samanik Dev gets all the facilities that Indra gets. In the celestial 
abode, the soul is born in a bed of flowers of and not from the womb of the mother. Suryabhdev 
was just born. The other celestial beings were around him. He asked them what his duty was. He 
already had samyag darshan in the last birth. The celestial beings told him that his first duty was to 
worship Jineshwar Bhagwan’s ashes. When Jineshwar Bhagwan attains nirvana, the body is burned 
into ashes. These remains of ashes are taken away by the celestial beings, it is their right first. These 
celestial beings preserve everything in the celestial abode. These remains are dravya nikshep (It is the 
understanding of the nature of the object from the point of view of past or future). Then he has to 
bow down to the idol of Jineshwar Bhagwan, which is sthapana nikshep (the representation refers to 
any material representation of a Tīrthaṅkar Bhagwan).  
 
Nikshep means an application to know something. If you want to know something, you can find out 
with various nikshep. E.g. With naam nikshep, you know the name of the person. In sthapana 
nikshep, you just see the photograph of a person, here you are not there, but your picture is there. 
Sthanakvasi does not believe in sthapana nikshep. In dravya nikshep, you think about the past and 
future stages. In bhaav nikshep, you think about the present. You can know the Lord with these 
four nikshep. First of all, you take the name of Bhagwan, that is naam nikshep. Sthapana nikshep is 
Bhagwan’s idol. Bhagwan is liberated and is in Siddha state, but we keep remembering Him with His 
idol.  
 



Suryabhdev was asked to worship Bhagwan’s ashes and bones. This was dravya nikshep, as this was 
the past state of Bhagwan. Once he worshipped those bones and ashes, he was asked to go to 
‘Dharma Vyavasay’- righteous assembly. He was asked to read the scriptures made of jewels. He was 
asked to read what the celestial being is supposed to do in the celestial abode- how a celestial being 
with samyag darshan should live in the celestial abode. This is described by Bhagwan Mahavira. He 
was asked to read that to make sure that Suryabhdev did not waste his celestial birth. After that, he 
was asked to go to the temple and worship the idol of Jineshwar Bhagwan. He offered flowers to 
Bhagwan. Then Suryabhdev followed ashtamangal (eight auspicious signs or symbolic attributes). He 
offered an incense stick and lit a lamp. Then Suryabhdev danced to show his happiness. 
Gautamswami saw Suryabhdev’s dance and felt that He was doing swadhyay.  
 
Then Suryabhdev went to bow down to Bhagwan Mahavira, as Bhagwan was living at that time. He 
heard the sermon of Bhagwan and had six questions like whether he was bhavi (one who can attain 
liberation) or abhvai (one who can never attain liberation). Bhagwan Mahavira gave him the answer. 
Then he asked whether he had false belief (mithya drashti) or a right belief (samyag drashti). After 
knowing so much, the person who does not believe in the idol, the scriptures call him ‘impudent’.  
 
In ‘Jambudweep Prajnapti’, Bhagwan’s ashes and bones are described at length. If so many proofs 
are given, how can you say that you should not worship Jain idol? These ashes are non-living and the 
idol is also non-living. When a devotee gets a catalyst of the idol, his bhakti increases to a great 
extent. If you believe in Raipasseni Sutra and do not believe in the Jain idol saying that it is non-
living, it seems contradictory. Those who annihilate ‘sthapana nikshep’, they are disrespecting 
Jineshwar Bhagwan. You will have the bondage of karma, you won’t have the association of good 
things, and it will be rare to attain samyag darshan for many births. You will wander into a long 
transmigration.  
 
In ‘Thanang Sutra’ it is said that five things should never be disrespected. 1. Never condemn 
Arihant Bhagwan, do not defame Him. You will have a long transmigration. 2. Never condemn 
the good path of samyag darshan- right faith, samyag jnan- right knowledge, samyag 
charitra- right conduct, and tap- austerity. If you have the capacity, you should do that work. But 
if you cannot do it, you should never condemn it. 3. Never defame or condemn Guru Bhagwan. 
4. Never condemn the regime; otherwise, you won’t get satsang at all. Do not say that all 
Muslims are bad looking at the terrorist activities. If you condemn the regime, even if you associate 
with the Guru or Lord, you won’t get the conducive atmosphere. Satsang will make you do 
introspection and contemplation. You need an outer conducive atmosphere for inner work. 5. 
Never condemn samyag drashti celestial beings. It is not necessary to worship them, but do not 
defame them.  
 
We have got so many proofs in Agam about idol worshipping. In the last 2,000 years also we can see 
so many examples. Samprati Maharaj built many temples and idols of Jineshwar Bhagwan. If you 
have a wrong insistence, you will have to annihilate many examples from the scriptures. Kumarpal 
Raja built so many temples. If you don’t believe in the idol, you will have to negate Kumarpal Raja. 
Vimalsha Mantri, Vastupal Tejpal built Delwada temples. Can you ever negate them? If you keep 
doing that, you will have to cancel out on many samyag drashti souls. Just with a single wrong 
insistence, do not keep negating many proofs from Agam. Idol worship is the reason for bhaktiyog. 
For the ignorant souls who are not in virti, idol, and idol worship are must and it is their duty.   
  


