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Please Note: This is an English summary of the pravachan by a seeker, Rimaben Dhanky and has been uploaded here 
for the benefit of the English reader. 

 
  
Some sects accept only compassion as religion and all the other things are negated. They feel that 
the violence that is happening in worshipping Jineshwar Bhagwan. cannot be dharma and they feel 
that it cannot be accepted as the ritual of Jainism. They give many arguments and examples for the 
same.  
 
The idol is extremely useful for the connection with dharma. Param Krupalu Dev (Prabhu) had 
written a small book, ‘Pratimasiddhi’. This was just before or after His marriage. He wrote this book 
because Prabhu did not believe in the idol or its worshipping in the beginning. His father was 
Vaishnav and His mother was Sthanakvasi Jain. Do not get into the sects- But if you have to say, 
you should say that you are Jain Shwetambar Murtipoojak or Jain Shwetambar Sthanakvasi. The best 
way to describe yourself is by saying ‘Sanatan (eternal) Jain’. After Prabhu read more and more 
scriptures, His belief changed and there was a transformation in His thoughts. Then He wrote this 
book out of bhakti towards the Jain order, He wrote ‘Pratimasiddhi’. He realized that the true path 
should be known to the world.  
 
Prabhu has written, “In the dispassionate dharma, there were many Gurus who were not true Gurus. 
They have done a lot of utsutra prarupana (not consistent with what is taught in the scriptures), they 
took meanings of the scriptures as per their wish. Society felt they were convincing and they used to 
overpower the whole society. Prabhu wrote ‘Pratimasiddhi’ out of compassion for all. We can find 
the beginning and the end of this book; we cannot get the whole book. It is not available. Prabhu 
was very clear that a beautiful support for going ahead in the spiritual ladder should not be negated 
or become extinct. For that, the idol and the idol worship are extremely important and Prabhu wrote 
this book. Prabhu was extremely loyal towards truth and had extraordinary morality. In Patrank- 28, 
Prabhu wrote to Chatrabhuj Bechar, “500 disciples are such that they would embrace renunciation 
within no time.” But when Prabhu said that He feels that there is truth in the idol and believed that 
He wanted to worship the idol, all the 500 disciples stopped following Him. The majority of them 
were Sthanakvasis. At that time, leaving the sect was considered the biggest sin. It was better to die 
in the same sect than to become happy in the other sect, this was their belief. They did not 
understand dharma. This shows that Prabhu had extraordinary moral courage. He did not want to 
think, believe, or do anything that was against Jineshwar Bhagwan’s ajna.  
 
Prabhu has written, “One group worships the idol. The second group goes against it. This is the 
main controversy.” In Gujarat, the first group is known as ‘Deravasi’ and in Rajasthan, they are 
known as ‘Mandirmargi’. The second group is known as ‘Sthanakvasi’ or ‘Dhundhiya’. Deravasi sect 
worships the idol and Sthanakvasi sect is against the idol and its worshipping. Then Prabhu wrote, 
“I was also counted as the second group in the beginning. I desire to follow the ajna of the 
Dispassionate Bhagwan. I am telling you the truth. The first group is right. It means the idol and its 
worship is right.”  



 
There are some Deravasi who do not believe in idol worship. There are some Sthanakvasi who go to 
the temple when others are not seeing them. Some ascetics go for darshan when they are traveling. 
But later on, they do not do it. But Prabhu was loyal to truth and said whatever was right.  
  
 Prabhu then wrote, “I gained understanding about that thing and whatever little doubts I had were 
annihilated. Once that thing is established, any person can think it over and decide. For this reason, I 
have written this book called ‘Pratimasiddhi’. I believe in the idol.” Prabhu was very clear in His 
thoughts and feelings. At that time, Vavania and Morbi had a lot of Shanakvasi Jains. 
 
We have proof where how people felt about the worshipping of the Lord, what they thought about 
the flower worshipping. Popatlal Manjibhai Desai was from Vavania. He said that there was a 
Sthanakvasi ascetic called Jethmalji Muni. He met Prabhu and was influenced by His personality. He 
told Prabhu to embrace initiation and illuminate the path as a sthanakvasi. Prabhu would have said 
clear yes or clear no. But He said, “It won’t happen that way, I will tell the truth.” Prabhu was clear 
that this was Jineshwar Bhagwan’s ajna and He could not tell lies.  
 
In Vikram Samvat 1955, Prabhu preached in Idar to Lalluji Muni. After Prabhu left the mortal body, 
everyone turned towards Munishri. He was known as Laghuraj Swami or Prabhushriji. Prabhushriji 
used to call everyone ‘Prabhu’, so He was known as ‘Prabhushriji.’ 
 
Prabhu was in Morbi and Jivanji Maharajsaheb asked him to bring Prabhu to upashray. Without 
asking Prabhu, Revashankarbhai said yes. Then he told Prabhu that they had to go in the afternoon 
to see Maharajsaheb. Prabhu asked him to cancel it, but Revashankarbhai insisted. Prabhu said that 
he did not mind going but the result would not be good. Jivanji Maharajsaheb asked Prabhu in front 
of their devotees, “Whatever scriptures You have read so far, is there any idol worship (murtipooja) 
written over there? Has any of the Agam mentioned idol worship?” Prabhu kept quiet but Muni 
kept repeating his question. But for the first time, Prabhu said with strict words, “You have the oath 
of Bhagwan Mahavira that whatever Agam you have read, have you read about idol worship or not? 
You may be saying whatever you like.” There was pin-drop silence in the upashray. People said, 
“You should not have said such things in public.” Prabhu had Narrated this to Lalluji Muni in Idar 
in Vikram Samvat 1955 on the fifth day.  
 
When Lalluji Muni was in Vaso and when seekers came to listen to Prabhu, He asked Muni not to 
come for the satsang. Prabhu gave the reason, “Looking at you, people will think that I am a 
dhundhiyo (sthanakvasi), so please do not come for the satsang. I don’t want to be known as 
Sthanakvasi.”  
 
Prabhu was in Vadva in Vikram Samvat 1952. A person called Gatorbhai came over. When Prabhu 
saw him, He said, “Look at anantanubandhi kashay (infinite bonding passions) coming.” Gatorbhai 
had only one point against Prabhu, “If He is an Enlightened One, why is He not keeping muhapatti 
in front of His mouth?” Prabhu clearly said, “No scriptures have mentioned that muhapatti should 
be tied with a thread. It is only a tradition.”  
 
Mansukhbhai Kiratchand was from Morbi. He was a Deravasi Jain. One trigger point of having faith 
in Prabhu was because he saw many Sthanakvasi householders and Sthanakvasi ascetics started 
worshipping the idol. Staunch Sthanakvasi like Dharshibhai, Navalchandbhai started following 



Prabhu and started worshipping the idols. Mansukhbhai felt that if they can be convinced, there 
should be something in Prabhu.  
 
Chhotalalbhai has also noted that worshipping the idol is very important and Prabhu kept saying it 
again and again. He believed that idol is an important means. Popatlal Mohakamchand from 
Ahmedabad has said, “Once Prabhu told His father Ravjibhai and Maneklalbhai to go to the temple 
and worship the Lord.” Once during an informal satsang, Prabhu told Popatbhai, “Those who 
believe in idol worship, their belief is right. They need a key (Gurugam- knowledge from the Guru), 
as they become lifeless ritualists. For Dhundhia, everything needs to be changed.”  
 
Thakershibhai from Limbdi asked Prabhu, “How did the name ‘Tapagachchh’ come into 
existence?”  
Prabhu had said, “An ascetic used to observe a lot of austerities. His body became very weak doing 
that. Once the king saw him and addressed him as Tapa. From that Tapagachchha word came.” 
Then Prabhu said, “Before saying anything about Tapagachchha, be very careful. You might violate 
the ajna of Jineshwar Bhagwan.”  
 
Hemchand Master from Idar met Prabhu in Vikram Samvat 1955. He said, “Once Prabhu spoke 
about chastity and worshipping the idol a lot. He was staying with Dr.Pranjivandas Mehta, who was 
Sthanakvasi himself, and did not go to the Jain temple. But when Shrimadji went to the temple, Dr. 
Pranjivandas followed Him.” In Khambhat, Prabhu had done darshan of Stambhan Parshwanath, 
Neminath Prabhu, etc. Prabhu enjoyed going for the darshan, as He knew that it was the ajna of 
Jineshwar Bhagwan.  
 
Chhotalal Shah from Khambhat asked Prabhu about worshipping with flowers. Prabhu said, “Those 
who have left violence completely should not offer flowers to the Lord, he should not worship with 
flowers. But those who are not thinking about non-violence in their business and think about it only 
while doing bhakti of the Lord, this is not the disposition of pure dharma. It is the belief because of 
the sect.” You do not worship with flowers, but you dive into the swimming pool, it is not right.  
 
In Vaso, one day Prabhu was sitting under a Rayan Vruksh. A gardener came over and whatever 
flowers he had, he offered them to Prabhu. He was just passing by, he did not even know Prabhu. 
But he fell in love with Prabhu by looking at His facial expressions. Prabhu said, “Those who have 
embraced initiation cannot worship with the flowers. But the householders can worship withd 
flowers. Those who have left green vegetables need not worship with flowers. Otherwise, reduce 
one green vegetable in your food and worship the Lord with flowers, and that is beneficial.”  
 
Padamshi Thakarshi was going with Prabhu to a temple. He asked Prabhu, “Who is right - those 
who worship the idol or Sthanavasi?” Prabhu said, “Those who worship idols are right.” Padamshi 
Thakarshi was very happy and said, “I go to the temple every day, I worship the Lord, but I do not 
offer flowers. Am I right or wrong?” Prabhu remained silent. You need discretion in worshipping. 
Ahimsa paramo dharma- Non-violence is the supreme dharma but you must also have 
discrimination.  
 
If you have lice in your hair, do you become bald? Do you ever think of cutting your head because 
of the lice? You would never take such a decision. The best decision is to remove the lice and make 
sure that they do not come again in your hair. If someone is using too much violence in his 
worshipping, give him discretion. Do not negate idol worship.  



 
You get loose motions when you eat something. But you do not stop eating completely. If you have 
piles, you do not eat spicy food for a while. You do not stop the business to avoid losses. If you 
negate the idol, you are annihilating the essence of bhakti. There will be no direct association with 
the Lord. Very few people can do bhakti without the idol. When you negate the idol itself, you are 
cutting your head because of the lice. For someone, milk may be like poison. But it is only for some 
people, for others, milk is very helpful to them. The person who is worshipping in the wrong way, 
you should say that his Way of worshipping is wrong. But do not say worshipping the Lord itself is 
wrong. If you take any meaning by reading half a sentence, you will say that consciousness emerges 
from the lifeless matter. You are not reading the next sentence where it is written that no one can 
ever have such an experience.  
 
A Muslim man started drinking liquor and said that it is written in the Quran. Someone asked him to 
show it, he showed in Quran where it was written, “Drink liquor and you will go to the hellish 
abode.” But the man took only half a sentence, he started drinking liquor. This is nothing but a one-
sided wrong belief. You take what you want from the scriptures and then say that the scriptures have 
said so. The Enlightened One knows the essence of all scriptures and then gives ajna. 
 
If you have the fruition of meritorious karma, save it and do not waste money on luxuries. If you 
watch a film, you lose a lot of meritorious karma. If you want more satsang, do not waste your 
meritorious karma. Secondly share it- you should get involved in the activities where the other 
person gets benefited. From that charity started- you can donate wealth, things, time, or sweet 
words. Use all your meritorious karma for Prabhu and Guru’s darshan and His association. If you 
are experiencing the fruition of meritorious karma, save it and share it. Prabhu had told 
Saubhagyabhai, “Look at the fruition of your karma and then act accordingly.” If everything is 
negative, then don’t have new initiatives. 
 
If a person is greedy, he should give charity. For some, austerity is dharma. For some, good 
character is dharma. When you say, “Daan pan dharma chhe” (Charity is also dharma), this is the 
authentic speech. It means that there are three more things in the four-fold dharma- sheel- good 
character, tap- austerity, bhaav- feelings and thoughts. When you say, “Daan j dharma chhe” (Only 
charity is dharma), this is a one sided viewpoint. If you say, “Daan dharma chhe j” (Charity is 
dharma for sure), this is the right viewpoint. You need medicine as per your disease.  
 
Stanza 85: “Some people (including householders) negate worshipping, bhakti, etc. by 
saying that worshipping Jineshwar Bhagwan, etc., this dharma has a lot of worldly 
endeavors and acquiring things in it. We are asking them if an ascetic is traveling from one 
place to the other if he has to cross the river by getting into it, where is his belief of 
compassion towards living being gone?” 
 
The second group does not see bhakti and liberation in worshipping the Jain idols. This group can 
only see a lot of worldly endeavors in it and can only see the violence in this worshipping. They feel 
that sensual activities are started and there is violence in it. Since childhood, some people are told 
that the flower is like a piece of flesh. They are taught that when you are going near God, how can 
you go with the flower in your hands? This way how can he offer flowers, incense stick, or light a 
lamp? The first group is always told since childhood that you will have auspicious dispositions 
leading to liberation if you offer flowers to the Lord. Even that flower would also attain liberation 



fast if it is offered at the Lotus Feet of the Lord. You have to follow the ajna. But both their 
psychologies are so different. We have to listen to the ajna of the scriptures and the Lord.  
 
When you take bath before worshipping, you are getting into the violence of water-bodied souls. 
Then while worshipping the Lord, when you offer flowers, you are getting into the violence of 
plant-beings. When you are worshipping with the incense stick, you are getting into the violence of 
air-bodied souls. When you light a lamp, you get into the violence of a fire-bodied soul. Some people 
(including householders) negate worshipping, bhakti, etc. by saying that worshipping Jineshwar 
Bhagwan, etc., this dharma has a lot of worldly endeavors and acquiring things in it. The second 
party feels that even the householders should not get into such violence. Then Upadhyayji is asking 
them, “If an ascetic is traveling from one place to the other, if he has to cross the river by getting 
into it, where is his belief of compassion towards living being gone?” At this time, are the souls of 
water not dying? Wherever there is water, there are plant beings, fire beings, earth beings. This way, 
you will have violence of all the beings by getting into the violence of the water. Oh ascetic! Where 
has your compassion gone? For the ascetic, this is the ajna that when there is no choice, he should 
get into the river. This is his duty to get into the river. But now where has his compassion gone?  
 
When the ascetic gets into the river, he is breaking the first great vow of non-violence. Prabhu has 
said a beautiful thing in the 36th stanza, “Ek hoy tran kaalma parmarathno panth, prere te 
parmarthne, te vyavahaar samant.”- There is the only path of supreme bliss for all times, the practice 
that leads to that bliss is worth adopting. The practice itself is very tricky. You can understand the 
highest reality with the help of the scriptures. For the practice, you will need Guru for sure. The 
highest reality remains the same at all times. But practice keeps changing from person to person or 
from time to time in the same person. For a householder, worshipping the idol is acceptable, but for 
an ascetic, it is not acceptable. Without Gurugam, it is very difficult to know whether that resource 
would lead to bondage or liberation.  
 
You need a chain to take out the water from the well. Once you take out the water from the well, 
you leave the chain there only even if it was very helpful. That is your dharma. If an ascetic thinks 
about doing aarti, he has to take atonement. When your state of being is elevated, you do not need 
any catalysts or means. These means are not permanent. If you think that they are permanent, they 
will lead to the bondage. Any ajna is for one phase only, it cannot be permanent.  
 
In the fourth and fifth gunasthanak (spiritual ladder), all the violence is not left. The soul has not 
taken the vows of leaving all the violence. At that time, physical worshipping the Lord is his duty. If 
that is not done, you will be called indolent. But at the sixth or seventh gunasthanak, where you have 
left all the violence, you cannot get into the physical worshipping of the Lord. At this gunasthanak, 
he should be involved in bhaavpooja. Here he has to study the scriptures and propagate the 
scripture that is his bhakti for the Lord. Then he has to stabilize within. The jain regime has done 
such a beautiful arrangement.  
 
Do not take any decisions with self-will. You have to understand the right thing from the Sadguru. 
You have to know what are the traditions, highway, and path of exceptions. If you do not care about 
knowing all these things and oppose the worshippers, you do not know the right path.  
 
If an ascetic is traveling from one place to the other, if he has to cross the river by getting into it, 
where is his belief of compassion towards living being gone? The householders are getting into 
many activities; they get into the sensual pleasures and have impurities within. How can you ask 



them not to get into the physical worship of the Lord? The ascetic has to cross the river by getting 
into it- this is acceptable to both the parties- Deravasi and Sthanakvasi, it is said in Agam which is 
acceptable to both the parties.  
 
Digambar opinion says that the present 45 Agams are not right. Sthanakvasi believes in 32 Agam. 
Deravasi believes in 45 Agam. In other Agams, the Sthanakvasi sect does not accept have included 
idol worship. In Raipaseni Sutra and Dasvaikalik Sutra which are common Agam, it is clearly said 
that the ascetic can cross the river by getting into it if there is no other choice.  
 
If the ascetic can get into the river, why can’t the householders do physical worshipping by keeping 
discretion? Why do you see the violence only? If the ascetic has to cross the river, he has to put his 
stick inside to make sure that he does not step on any fish or any plant. Then he has to put one leg, 
and then the second leg has to go ahead. There is a lot of carefulness observed. The person who is 
seeing it can also feel that this person is trying to save as many souls as possible. The ascetic has to 
take atonement the moment he comes out of the river. He has to be so much aware and his inner 
thoughts and feelings should not become bad. You have to save as many souls as possible. He has 
the disposition of compassion within and not the violence. Still, he is doing violence. But he is given 
this ajna. If he did not cross the river for saving dravya hinsa- external violence, he will have to stay 
in that village only, he will increase his acquaintance with the householders, he will get attached to a 
certain food, there will be more of attachments and aversions. Because of this attachment and 
aversion, he will have bhaav hinsa- inner violence of the soul. If he is following bhaav ahimsa- inner 
non-violence, he will attain samyag darshan, and go ahead till the Siddha state. Even if ten bodies 
would die, if the ascetic remains alive, he will be saving millions later. 
 
There are many conditions to get into the river. The ascetic cannot cross the river with self-will. 
Many times if you cross the river, you can reach faster. Otherwise, you might have to walk for 400-
500 kilometers. Jineshwar Bhagwan’s ajna is for the supreme non-violence. Bhagwan is not asking 
you to do violence. His intention is non-violence. The same has to be thought about in worshipping 
the Lord. Some people say that worshipping the Lord is a daily routine, whereas the river is crossed 
once in a while. You cannot put the needle in the flower to make a garland. You must have that 
much of discretion; you have to save that soul too. The householder is so much involved in the 
sensual pleasures and addictions that when he goes to the temple and gets involved in these 
activities, he will forget the world, violence, and the body. At least at that time he is not going 
swimming or any other sports, he does not go by car for his business. If you had compassion for all 
the souls, you would not have taken bath also. People do not know how to do dharma.  
 
Stanza 86: “If the ascetic crosses the river by getting into it with the proper rituals, it cannot 
be called violence, then the householder who is following proper rituals while worshipping 
Jineshwar Bhagwan, this worshipping also becomes the reason for his liberation. That’s 
why, oh, fortunate souls! Do not make this mistake.” 
 
Here the word ‘proper ritual’ is very important. You should have a proper aim, good conduct should 
be there in your hands, legs, activities, mind, and intellect. The ascetic has left violence of six living 
beings- chhakaay jeev- five sthavar and traskay- pruthvikay- earth-bodies, apkay- water-bodies, 
vaukay- air-bodies, teukay –fire- bodies, vanaspatikay- plant bodies, and all the traskay jeev- mobile 
bodies.  
 



The ascetic has got the ajna of crossing the river. When the snake is there, you have to leave the 
attachment for your body but you should not kill the snake. When he gets into the river, water 
bodies definitely die, still there is an ajna to cross the river. This is an exception. You should 
understand the highway and the exceptional path both. You should take that knowledge from the 
Guru. You must follow non-violence under all the circumstances. In that ritual, when, how, what to 
do after crossing the river, what to do during crossing the river should be understood. You have to 
protect the thoughts and feelings of the soul. Your vows do not break if you are following the ajna 
of the Enlightened One.  
 
The householders can worship with the water, flowers, incense, lamp, etc. He does not have violent 
thoughts and feelings for that flower. He also has a lot of compassion for that flower. While offering 
the flower, he tells the flower that it is going at the Lotus Feet of the Lord. You do not know what is 
there in the medicine, but you have faith in the doctor. In the same way, you should have the faith in 
the Dispassionate Lords that He has farsightedness. You should have the right knowledge and the 
right faith.  
 
The ascetic has to follow the ajna of the Dispassionate Lords to save his soul. If he is following the 
ajna with the mind, speech, and body, then he will not go wrong. If Sthanakvasi ascetic is following 
the ajna according to the scriptures and remember them, he keeps thinking that he is following the 
ajna of the Enlightened One, he remains in that feeling and thought while crossing the river. The 
householder is involved in sensual pleasures, he is impure, restless, and he is always involved in 
some activity or the other. He is violent too. If that householder is connected with the ritual with a 
lot of awareness, then it is good conduct for sure. 
 
If you are in longer transmigration, you would be involved in violence more. If you are worshipping 
the Lord, and getting into the bhaav ahimsa, your thoughts and feelings would start getting purified 
and your liberation would be nearer. When your transmigration is lesser, you would be saving many 
souls. While crossing the river, the ascetic wants to attain the bodiless state to save all the souls.  
 
Stanza 87: “Wherever there is the renunciation of sensual pleasures of five senses and 
renunciation of the worldly endeavors and acquiring things, with such types of activities, the 
soul can swim away from the ocean of transmigration. In the same way, in worshipping the 
Jineshwar Bhagwan, if there are supreme thought and feeling, then there is no fear of 
sensual desires or worldly endeavors (it means such flaws).” 
 
While doing religious activities, the person does not have the intent of sensual pleasures within. He 
just wants to get rid of the ocean of transmigration by annihilating his impurities. He just wants to 
offer the flowers at the Lotus Feet of the Lord. Do not get scared of worshipping Jineshwar 
Bhagwan.  
 
Do not get into religious activities with any confusion or fear. When the householder is 
worshipping, he wants to get rid of impurities. He wants the grace of the Lord. Give your best to the 
Lord. You do not need to impress other people. If you want to impress others, you are not 
following the scriptures well. Your enthusiasm should only have the Lord. People should not be 
there in your mind or you should not think that you want to have sensual pleasures. If you are not a 
seeker, you can spoil any ritual. If you are not a seeker, you would be talking over the phone during 
samayik. Even if you are addicted to cigarettes, you won’t smoke in front of the best person. The 
householder is also like that while worshipping, all his sensual pleasures and passions calm down. He 



has many other things to do to get into the sensual pleasures. But while worshipping, he is not 
thinking about any such things. Then why should you be worried?  
 
The activity that leaves the commencement of sensual pleasures, that activity is the reason for 
liberation. Worshipping the Lord is the reason for the annihilation of sins and inauspicious thoughts 
and feelings. When you are worshipping the Lord, doing meditation, thinking about Prabhu’s state 
of being, you will immediately look at your flaws. You will have more respect for Prabhu and repent 
your flaws. With the auspicious feelings and thoughts, non-auspicious feelings and thoughts would 
stop temporarily. Its intensity would become weaker.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


