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THE AUTHOR 
 

Enlightened master, spiritual visionary, modern-day mystic and humanitarian leader, Pujya 
Gurudevshri Rakeshji is the founder of Shrimad Rajchandra Mission Dharampur – a spiritual 
organisation for inner transformation with 108 centres across five continents, 250 value education 
children’s centres, and over 90 youth groups.  

Born on 26 September, 1966 in Mumbai, India, Pujya Gurudevshri showed signs of divinity at a very 
young age. An ardent devotee of Shrimad Rajchandraji, blending theory with experience and the 
head with the heart, Pujya Gurudevshri provides powerful and practical tools to joyfully tread the 
journey inward.  

His mastery of the spiritual principles, illuminating wisdom, pure love, rationality, oratory flair and 
sparkling wit, captivates people of any age or background. He reveals the deepest truths embedded 
in a vast array of scriptures, and has authored inspiring books on spirituality, translated in multiple 
languages.  

Pujya Gurudevshri’s compassion has blossomed into Shrimad Rajchandra Love and Care, offering 
selfless service and bringing joy to the underprivileged. This international initiative enjoys special 
consultative status in the United Nations Economic and Social Council. Transforming millions 
globally, inspiring humanity to seek self-realisation, He is a 21st century spiritual force, while 
remaining unmoved Himself - the unmoved mover. 
 

 
WORK & RECOGNITION 

 
Imparting Timeless wisdom in the contemporary times 

 
Pujya Gurudevshri has authored several books on spirituality and self-help like Shrimad Rajchandra 

- Saga of Spirituality, Embark on the Inner Journey, A Life Worth Living, Seek Thy Eternal Self, Bliss 

Within, Invitation to the Infinite among others which have been translated in 11 languages. He has 

expounded more than 31 Scriptures like Shri Uttaradhyayan Sutra, Shrimad Bhagavad Gita and 

Vivekchudamani among others. He reveals the deepest truths embedded in the scriptures. Simple 

and lucid, His message is strikingly relevant for modern times. 
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Serving Society Selflessly 

 
Sadhana – practice, is the manufacturing of love, and Seva – service, is the distribution of that love. 

It is this unending flow of Pujya Gurudevshri’s love that has blossomed into ‘Shrimad Rajchandra 

Love and Care’ – an initiative of the Mission that offers selfless service and bring joy to the lives of 

the underprivileged sections of society. This initiative has touched over 1.25 crore lives. 

 
Shrimad Rajchandra Love and Care also enjoys a Special Consultative Status in the United Nations 

Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 

 
Ambassador of Harmony 

 
A prominent leader and speaker, Pujya Gurudevshri addresses and attends international 

congregations and interfaith initiatives. His impact in fostering peace and serving society has been 

recognised at various prestigious forums and resulted in global affiliations. 

 
He shares a warm bond with contemporary saints and spiritual leaders across the world. And to 

the commoner, He is benevolence personified. 

 
srmd.org   
atmasiddhishastra.com

http://www.srmd.org/


 

Shrimad Rajchandraji 
 

Shrimad Rajchandraji, or Shrimadji, is highly respected for His great spiritual state, extraordinary 

personality, remarkable exposition of Bhagwan Mahavira's teachings and literary genius. He is 

spirituality incarnate and auspiciousness personified. His life is the epitome of an incessant and 

intense pursuit of religion. 

Shrimadji was born to Smt. Devba and Shri Ravjibhai on the auspicious day of Kartik Purnima in VS 

1924 (9th November, 1867) at Vavania (Gujarat, India). At an early age of 7, He witnessed the 

burning pyre of an acquaintance. It is here that He underwent unprecedented mental churning and 

attained jatismaranjnan (a recollection of several past lives). He was endowed with many 

extraordinary powers. He had a very sharp memory and could recollect whatever he read or came 

across. 

 

In His teens, Shrimadji was celebrated for His extraordinary mnemonic capabilities. This ability 

continued to grow, and at 19, He displayed the astonishing feat of shatavdhan - remaining 

attentive to 100 activities, simultaneously. This marvellous talent was demonstrated at a meeting 

in Bombay, organised by the erstwhile British Chief Justice of the city. Even the British rulers were 

impressed by His feats and offered to make the necessary arrangements to take Him to Europe, 

where He could showcase His talent. However, He realised that these worldly accomplishments of 

performing mnemonic feats or exhibiting clairvoyance were not helpful in the spiritual pursuit and 

hence, declined. 

His focus lay solely on Self-realisation. Despite a powerful intrinsic sentiment of detachment and a 

burning desire for renunciation, He had to get married and engage in business, at the age of 20. 

Even though He was in the worldly space of commerce, His moral character was held in high 

esteem. His regard for truth, adherence to values in business and the fortitude to do the right thing 

inspired all those who came in contact with Him. 

At the tender age of 23, He attained enlightenment. And five years later, He began to spend four to 

six months a year secluded in the jungle, mountains or other remote places, leading an austere 

life. It is here that he composed in a single sitting of just one and a half hours, Shri Atmasiddhi 

Shastra- the prime jewel amongst His many works. 

 

On Chaitra Vad Pancham V.S. 1957 (9th April, 1901) at Rajkot, this Enlightened Soul left His mortal 

body in a state of complete awareness. In a short span of 33 years, He not only soared high in the 

spiritual skies but was also instrumental in directing many others towards the path of 

enlightenment. 

 

His teachings have been compiled and published in an invaluable volume titled ‘Shrimad 

Rajchandra.’ If one delves deep into them, he would find they contain rare jewels of spiritual 

wealth, which quench the thirst of spiritual seekers even today. To know about Shrimad 

Rajchandraji, click here 



 

Association between Shrimadji and Gandhiji 
 
 
 

A Special Bond 
 

“Such was the man who captivated my heart in religious matters as no other man has till now. I 

have said elsewhere that besides Kavi (Shrimadji), Ruskin and Tolstoy have contributed in forming 

my intrinsic character; but Kavi has had a more profound effect because I had come in personal and 

intimate contact with Him.” 

~ Mahatma Gandhi ~ Modern Review June 1930 
 

Honoured as the spiritual guide of Mahatma Gandhi, Shrimad Rajchandraji was a tremendous 

formative influence on the Father of the Nation, shaping his ideas and guiding his beliefs. He 

played a pivotal role in the making of the Mahatma, on which basis Gandhiji achieved India’s 

independence and inspired generations. Their legacies continue to offer new paradigms to global 

peace and human progress. 

 
 

An Untold Story in Indian History 
 

“I watched his daily life respecQully, and at close quarters. Whatever He was doing at the moment, 

whether eating or resting or lyingin bed, He was invariably disinterested towards things of the 

world. I never saw Him being tempted by objects of pleasure or luxury in this world. The Poet made 

me feel that this state of freedom from attachment was spontaneous to Him.” 

~ Mahatma Gandhi ~The Story of My Experiments with Truth - Chapter Raychandbhai 
 

Shrimadji and Gandhiji first met in Mumbai in 1891, when Gandhiji returned from England as a 

young barrister. He was two years younger than Shrimadji, and in the first meeting itself, was 

greatly influenced by Him. Shrimadji’s inner equipoise, absorption in spiritual pursuit, knowledge 

of scriptures, and moral earnestness left a deep-rooted impression on Gandhiji. Their relationship 

blossomed over profound interactions during the two years in Mumbai. Gandhiji would visit 

Shrimadji on a regular basis, posing doubts, which Shrimadji would resolve with the utmost 

ingenuity. 

 
 

Refuge in Spiritual Crisis 
 

“In my moments of spiritual crisis, Shrimadji was my refuge.” 
 

~ Mahatma Gandhi ~ The Story of My Experiments with Truth - Chapter Raychandbhai 
 

After moving to South Africa, Gandhiji corresponded with Shrimadji through letters. He was moved 

by Shrimadji’s insightful thoughts on philosophy. Once, when Gandhiji was faced with a troubling 

crisis over identity and religion, he resorted to Shrimadji for guidance by penning 27 questions. 



 

Shrimadji’s answers resolved his doubts and inspired Gandhiji to delve deeper into his own 

religion. This letter along with two others is included in the volume titled 'Shrimad Rajchandra'. 

However, it is certain that this correspondence far exceeded the letters mentioned, as Gandhiji 

mentioned in his autobiography that he remained in touch with Shrimadji through letters till the 

very end. 

 
 

Profound Impact 
 

“I have often declared that I have learnt, and learnt much, from the lives of many persons. But it is 

from Kavishri’s (Shrimadji’s) life that I have learnt the most. It was from His life that I understood 

the way of compassion.” 

~ Mahatma Gandhi ~ Speech at Ahmedabad, November 1921 
 

Their close association contributed to moulding Gandhiji’s moral fibre. Shrimadji’s inherent 

adherence to the principles of truth, compassion, and non-violence, later crystallised into the 

fundamental tenets of Gandhism. 

 
 

Heartfelt Tribute 
 

“We are all worldly people whereas Shrimad was not of this world. We will have to take many 

births whereas for Shrimad perhaps one birth is sufficient. We will perhaps be running away from 

liberation whereas Shrimad was advancing towards liberation at a very fast pace.” 

~ Mahatma Gandhi ~ Some Recollections of Raychandbhai 
 

Even after Shrimadji left His mortal body at the young age of 33 in 1901, Gandhiji contemplated 

upon His letters and compositions time and time again. Gandhiji would write about Shrimadji, 

speak about Him in speeches, and discuss Him with close associates. He continued to be deeply 

inspired by his relationship with Shrimadji, and His spiritual works. He often recited Shrimadji's 

poem 'Nirkhine Nav Yauvana' to strengthen his belief in celibacy. He had also rendered Shri 

Atmasiddhi Shastra into English prose. In fact, he had carried this text of Shri Atmasiddhi Shastra 

and some of the letters from Shrimadji with him to London - but the entire bundle was lost in 

transit during a bus journey. Shrimadji's unique composition, 'Apurva Avsar Evo KyareAvshe?' was 

one of Gandhiji's favourite compositions which was included in his 'Ashram Bhajanavali'. Gandhiji 

mentions Shrimadji with great reverence in his writings. His words are windows to a heart 

overflowing with respect for Shrimadji, particularly in the chapters 'Raichandbhai', 'Religious 

Ferment', 'Comparative Study of Religions' and 'Brahmacharya', in his autobiography. Gandhiji 

wrote an article titled, 'RaichandbhainaKetlakSmarano', in which he incorporated the 

reminiscences of Shrimadji. He paid glorious tributes to Shrimadji on several occasions, such as the 

celebrations of Shrimadji's birth anniversary in Rajkot and Wadhwan, at Kochrab Ashram, near 

Ahmedabad, and later at Sabarmati Ashram. 



 

Contribution to the Nation 
 

“The more I consider His (Shrimad Rajchandraji’s) life and His writings, the more I consider Him to 

have been the best Indian of His times.” 

~ Mahatma Gandhi ~ Letter to HSL Polak - April 26, 1909 
 

What began as an honest friendship, culminated in Gandhiji proclaiming that Shrimadji was his 

spiritual mentor. Celebrated as the global messenger of non-violence, Gandhiji remained forever 

indebted to the teachings of Shrimadji. Their bond initiated a brilliant new chapter in the cultural, 

political, and spiritual history of India, and the world. 



 

The Book : Atmasiddhi Shastra 
 

Its Relevance in Contemporary Times 
 

A new day brings with it enormous tectonic changes. In time, the world has rapidly developed and 

mindsets have dynamically evolved. So while this progressive evolution, which we can only 

pretend to have control over, has become the new realm of society, why does humanity feel so 

regressive? In a world full of immense opportunities, why does one still feel so empty? In a world 

striding forth with opinion-makers, thought leaders and influencers, why do individuals still lack 

direction? There is a higher need for inner peace and harmony, yet communities are entrenched in 

prejudice and conflict. 

 

Amidst this wistful air of ironies, Pujya Gurudevshri Rakeshji decodes and simplifies progressive 

and practical solutions to these challenges with the ever so potent Shri Atmasiddhi Shastra. A 

sacred scripture whose essence and wisdom created in the 19th century, is relevant even today. 

Pujya Gurudevshri Rakeshji shows that although man physically evolved to his highest potential, 

the focus reversed from the inner self to the external body and intellect. Although he became the 

most intelligent and rational life form, his mind was left clogged with the notion that fulfilling 

desires equals happiness. This gave birth to a world of prosperity without peace. Head without 

heart. 

 

The contradictory state of the world today is nothing but a dire call for the right conviction and 

self-beliefs. Right conviction is the very foundation of spirituality, wherein there is no place for 

blind faith. You can chase austerities, religious rituals, dogmatic beliefs, sectarian norms – all in 

search of true religion. But without conviction of the true self, you will almost always hit a road 

block. 

 

By unravelling the heart of Shri Atmasiddhi Shastra, in his book entitled ‘Atmasiddhi’ Pujya 

Gurudevshri helps to refine, retune and rebuild our inner equipment and conviction. It is the 

inevitable pathway to a spiritual mindset, dynamic living and meaningful existence. It is a red 

carpet to the next leap of evolution! 

 

The profound yet logical dialogue plants within, the seeds of many doubts and questions. Making 

us ponder and seek the purpose of this rare human birth. The answers to all questions lie in 

Atmasiddhi Shastra - Goal and Path! Inspiration and Instruction! Pearls and Jewels! It contains the 

vast ocean of spiritual science within a bowl. 



 

Synopsis of Shri Atmasiddhi Shastra 
 

Shri Atmasiddhi Shastra is a journey with a well-chartered, definite course. The structure of this 

composition has been planned with intricate care, with each stanza evolving into the next and 

every verse seamlessly merging into the other. Each thought expands until it has laid before the 

reader a bird’s eye view of the path to Self-realisation. It is the clearest, most cogent outline of the 

journey of the soul, its many pitfalls and final destination. Written in language that simplifies and 

demystifies complex philosophy, Shri Atmasiddhi Shastra is the guiding light for every struggling 

soul. It holds hope for the materialist bogged down by the practical problems as well as the seeker 

in conflict with himself. 

 
 
 
 

Composition of the Scripture 
 

What started as a letter containing six fundamental truths of the soul to an ailing disciple, evolved 

into this divine masterpiece of 142 Verses on the behest of yet another disciple. All so that it could 

be simply memorised and put to practise by the seekers of truth. On the eve of October 22, 1896, 

under the faint light of a hand-held lantern, Shrimadji began writing His magnum opus. In precisely 

90 minutes, the lucid thoughts poured into 142 stanzas of the Shri Atmasiddhi Shastra. No pauses. 

No retakes. No rewrites. 

To think of it, even merely copying these stanzas would take much longer! The fact that Shrimadji 

brought out this great work in such a short time, speaks volumes of the spiritual wealth abiding in 

Him. 

 
 
 

 
Subject of the Scripture 

 

There is a method to the matter, a careful construction in its composition, a supreme sense in its 

stanzas. Shri Atmasiddhi Shastra is divided into 12 sections comprising 142 verses. 

Verses 1 to 42 deals with the introduction of the subject, the truths about self realisation, the 

obstacles faced by the aspirant, the types of defects present in seekers, the methods and means to 

remove the defects, the descriptions of a true seeker and a bigot. 

The main subject matter begins in verse 43 and flows all the way to verse 118., through a lively 

exchange of dialogue between a Guru and His disciple. The disciple poses doubts which the Guru 

logically, effortlessly and beautifully resolves. The six fundamentals of the soul are elaborated upon 

in this section. They are: The soul exists, it is eternal, it is the doer of karma, it is the receiver of the 

fruits of karma, liberations exists and there is a path to liberation. The veracity of each 

fundamental is proven in such a way that even a layman will be able to grasp them. The dialogue 



 

highlights Shrimadji’s unique ability to present, without prejudice, the point of view of a disciple 

who seeks liberation with a limited perception, who has many questions and no answers. 

The next nine verses up to 127, describe the effect this sacred knowledge has on the disciple. It 

leaves him ebullient, filled with all-pervading joy for everything that can be perceived, including 

himself. He is ever-grateful to the Guru for all the help and this section is an ode to the divine, an 

act of thanksgiving. 

The final fifteen verses bring the subject to its natural conclusion. It is shown here that the verses 

contain the fundamentals of all six schools of Indian philosophy. Thus, it is the quintessential guide 

for any spiritual aspirant, possessing the truth of all scriptures. Shrimadji clearly states that Self- 

realisation is meant for every individual irrespective of caste, creed, gender or nation. It is the path 

that every soul needs to follow, the culmination of every soul’s journey. It is the eventual inevitable 

end of everyone. By understanding this with humility and realising this with joy, one truly becomes 

the guardian of one’s own spiritual progress. 

 
 
 

 
Purpose of the Scripture 

 

Humanity is grateful to Lord Mahavira for giving it the most lucid, scientific, understandable 

doctrine of right belief, right knowledge and right conduct. The same spark compelled Shrimadji to 

present Shri Atmasiddhi Shastra. While the world wallowed in doubt, ignorance and wrong belief, 

it is the compassion to save these mere ritualists and followers of barren knowledge that 

compelled Him to lay bare the almost entirely hidden path of truth, to the seeker of truth. A feat 

akin to containing the vast ocean of spiritual science within a bowl – this book. 

The great Mahatma Gandhi, who even proclaimed that Shrimadji was his spiritual mentor, was so 

impressed with Shri Atmasiddhi Shastra that he had translated it into English. Unfortunately, this 

translation was lost during one of his visits to the United Kingdom. 



 

Sections 
 
 
 

Section Verses Name 

1 1 - 23 Introduction 

2 24 - 33 Attributes of a sectarian bigot 

3 34 - 42 Attributes of a true seeker 

4 43 - 44 Names of the six fundamental truths 

5 45 - 58 Soul exists 

6 59 - 70 Soul is eternal 

7 71 - 78 Soul is the doer of karma 

8 79 - 86 Soul is the receiver of the fruits of karma 

9 87 - 91 There is liberation 

10 92 - 118 There is a path of liberation 

11 119 - 127 Gratitude by the disciple 

12 128 - 142 Conclusion 
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